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S* Luxe XVE 29, 3o, 31. 


Abraham ſaith unto him, They have Moſes and 
the Prophets ; let themi'hear them. 
And be ſaid, Nay, father Abraham : but if one 

went unto them from the dead , they. will 
repent, | 
And be ſaid unto bim, If they hear not Moſes 
and the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
' ſaded, though. one roſe from the dead. 


Aving in my firſt Diſcourſe on theſe Words 
endeavoured toſhew in general, that a Stan- 
ding Revelation of God's Will may be fo well 
contrived, and ſo well atteſted as to be ſuf- 
ficient to perſuade Men to Repentance if they are not 
unreaſonably blind and obſtinate ; came the laſt time 
to conlider whether that Standing Revelation which we 
have in the Holy Scripture be ſuch a Revelation ; Or 
whether there be not ſome particular. Defes in it, 
which render it not ſo /«ficzent for. this Purpoſe, as 'tis 
poſlible a Standing Revelation might be. | 
And if there be any ſuch Defect in rhe Holy Scrip- 
ture, it mult be, as | faid, either in the Matter of it, 
or in the Proof of it ; And if in the Matter of it, it muſt 
be, either that it does not give ſufficient Direfions what 
todo; Or that'it does not'propoſe /aficient Motives to 


perſuade Men to do:what it requires. /'! *' 
And therefore in ſpeaking to this Head,” I propoun- 
ded to ſhew (1.) That the 4 Scripture gives'us ſuft- 
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cient Direfions what Ne (2.) —_—- ON 
which it propoſes-are faffcient to perſuade us to do 
what it Lak pos : *And (3.) That we have ſufficient 
Reaſon given us, \to-convince us of the' 7ruth 'and Au- 
thority of.the Holy Sctipture, and conſequently of all 
the Doarines that are taught by it. 

And the Two firſt of theſe I have already done. 1 

row to the Third, viz. 

(3.) To ſhew that we have ſufficient Reaſon given us 
to convince us of the Truth and Authority of the Holy 
Scripture, and conſequently of all the DoQtrines that 
are taught by it ; And that 1 ſhall preſume to be /uff- 
cient Reaſon in this Caſe, which we readily accept and 
allow of as ſufficient in all other Caſes of the like 
Nature. | 

And I ſuppoſe it will te granted that we have ſuffs- 
cient Proof given us of the Truth of the Things con- 
tained in #oly Scripture, and of the Authority of it, if 
it can be ſhewn, 1. That we have ſufficient Reaſon to 
believe that the Books of Holy Scripture were written by 
thoſe Perſons who are ſaid to be the Authors thereof. 
2. That there is ſufficient Reaſon to give full Credit to 
them in their Relation of thoſe Matters of Fatt which 

have recorded. And 3. That if the Matters of 
Falt recorded in the Scripture are true, they are ſufficient 
Proofs of the Truth and divine Authority of all the Do- 
Arines that are therein taught. 

Theſe things therefore 1 ſhall now endeavour to 
make good. 

But 1n ſpeaking to this Point, I ſhall (for Brevity's 
fake) co my. Diſcourſe only to the Books of the 
New Teſtament ; ' Partly, becauſe theſe are the Books 
wherein our Chriſtian Religion is chiefly taught ; And 
. eſpecially 


jo ear... 
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eſpecially becauſe I think there are none who receive 
the New Teſtament as of divine Authority, that do (or 
indeed can, with any Reaſon) reject the Old. 

1, Then, I am to ſhew that we have ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to believe that the Books of Holy Scripture, (of the 
New Teſtament in particular) were written by thoſe Per- 
ſons that are (aid to be the Authors thereof. 

This indeed is a Point that it does not properly lie 
upon us to make any Proof of ; For as a Man's 
Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate, is alone a good and a ſufficient 
Title to it, till a better is ſhewn by the Perſon that 
endeavours to eje& him : ſo it is here ; Theſe Books are 
generally receiv'd as written by ftich and ſuch Perſons; 
Theſe Authors have the Name, theſe have (as it were): 
the Poſſeſſion of them ; and that's Title enough, if no 
other could be produced, fo long as no Evidence is of- 
fered to ſhew that any other Perſons have a better Title 
to them. lt lies on them therefore who deny that the 
Books are theirs, to give a Reaſon of what they fay ; 
either by alledging ſome ſpecial Matter out of the Books. 
themſelves, whereby it may be provedthat they could 
not be of their Writing; or b ucing ſome cre- 
dible and authentick Hiſtory teſtifying that they were 
written by ſome other Perſons,and not by them. And 
till they can, and ſhall do this (which I am perſuaded: 
can never be done) we may very- well refuſe to = 
duce any poſitive Evidence to affirm or prove their: 
Title, their Poſſefion being a good Title enough, till a+ 
better appears. And a Tenant might with as good 
Reaſon refuſe to pay Rent to the Perſon, of whom he 
took the Eſtate, and to whom he hath ever hitherto- 
paid Rent, and whoſe Right to it is not at all contro-- 
verted, until he ſhall ſuffer his Writings to a 

and: 
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and examined, and by them make it plainly appear 
that he is the /awfa/ Landlord; as any Man can now 
refuſe to give that Credit to theſe Books, as written by 
the s, Which has been given hitherto, and is ſtill 
given by all Chriſtians, unleis he may have now as 
good poſitive Evidence of their being written by the 
Apoſiles, as might have been given thereof at firſt, 


and as, it ma preſumed, was given before their 
o tun, 


Title to them was 1o univerſally 

But nevertheleſs what a Man is not under any Ob- 
ligation to do for the aſſerting of his Right, he may 
do wiſely enough for his own SatisfaQtion. And it 
muſt needs be a SatisfaQion and Pleafure to a Man, 
altho' his Title to his. Eſtate be not at preſent contro- 
verted, if in looking over the Writings and Eviden- 
ces of it, he ſees plainly how it deſcended to him by 
a lineal Succeſſion from Father to Son for many Ge- 
nerations paſt ; and how it came at firſt to his Ance- 
ſtors, by a clear and fair Purchaſe from the former 
Poſſeſſors; cr by Donation from the Prince, in the 
Diviſion of a waſt or conquered Country ; and if 
he alſo finds ancient Terriers agreeing in the fame 
Meaſure, and Boundings, and exatly deſcribing the 
ſame Eſtate which he now poſleſles ; and if moreover, 
looking far back, he ſees, that upon ſome Diſputes 
or Law-ſuits that have formerly been concerning it, 
Judgment has been always given on his Side. It 
cannot but pleaſe him, I ſay, that upon ſuch a 
Search into Antiquity, he finds that .he is ſo very 
well provided to make out his Title, if there ſhould 
ever be any "Occaſion for it ;| altho' by Reaſon of 
the long 'and quiet Poſſeſton, that he, and his Ance- 
ſtors before him, time out of Mind, have had of 


it, 
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it, he has no juſt Cauſe to fear he ſhall ever meet 


with any Diſturbance. 

"And fo it is here: Theſe — the Books of 
the New Teſtament, are generally acknowledged to be 
written by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and their Autho- 
rity is at preſent unconteſted ; It may therefore rea- 
ſonably be preſumed, (eſpecially by thoſe who have 
not Parts or Learning or Leifure to examine into the 
Reaſons of ſuch things,) that they would not have 
been fo univerſally acknowledged and reverenced as 
they are upon this Account , but upon very good 
Grounds; tho* what the' Grounds thereof are, they 
have not yet inquired; Their being in Poſſeſſion is 
alone Reaſon enough to acknowledge and aſſert their 
Title. It lies upon them that deny theſe Books to 
be theirs, to produce fatisfactory Evidence of their 
being forged or counterfeit ; and till they ſhall 
duce ſome Evidence thereof that has a Shew and Ap- 
pearance of Truth, we have no Reaſon to be ſtag- 
gered in our Belief by their bare, however bold and 
confident, Denial of their Authority ; And much 
leſs ſhall we need to give our Reaſons for our re- 
ceiving them as written by the Apoſtles, till our Ad- 
verfaries ſhall offer ſore Reaſons why we ought not 
to receive them as ſuch, 

But nevertheleſs, becauſe we ſee there are ſome, in 
this incredulous Age, that ſhew a Will todeny 
the Authority of theſe Sacred Books ; and whoſe In- 
tereſt it would be to prove them Spwrious ; and be» 
cauſe we cannot tell what unwarrantable PraQiices 
their Inclination and Intereſt may put them upon ; 
nor what Writings or Evidences att au. forged 
and counterfeited, they may hereafter produce : it 


Cannot 


The Books of the New Teſtament 


cannot be 'amiſs for us to inquire and fee ; and it 
cannot but be a Pleaſure and Satisfation to us (who 
hold our Hope of eternal Life chiefly by theſe Wri- 
tings) to find and conſider how well provided we are 
to detet and diſprove any ſuch Forgeries, if they 
ſhould be offered, by being able to produce, in Op- 
poſition thereto, as good poſitive Proof that theſe 
Books are genuine, as ſuch a Matter is capable of, much 
better than I believe can be produced for the Autho- 
rity of any other Books of the like Antiquity. 
And ir gives us ſome SatisfaQtion in the Belief we 
have been bred up in, that theſe are the genuive 
Books of the Authors to whom they are aſcribed, to 
find that they are receiv'd as ſuch, not by a ſmall 
Party of Men, not by that Church and Nation only 
to which we belong, but by a# Chriſtians diſperſed 
in aZ Parts of the World ; and likewiſe that they a/l 
agree with us in the ſame Teſtimony, viz. that they 
received then, as ſuch, from their Fathers. For that 
theſe Books ſhould be thus generally receiv'd and 
acknowledged, by ſo many different and far diſtant 
Nations, without ſome good Grounds, is not concei- 
vable ; becauſe it can neither be imagined that the 
Chriſtians of the preſent Age, diſperſed in all Countries 
ſhould combine together to fay that they receiv'd 
theſe Books from their Fathers, as the genuine Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles, if they had not fo receiv'd them; 
nor that their Forefathers, in any of the Ages paſt, 
ſhould' have all agreed together, to put a Cheat upon 
their Poſterity, by delivering down to them theſe 
Books as written by the Apoſtles, when they them- 
ſelves had no good Reaſon to believe them ſo, or when 
they knew the contrary. | 
It 
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It is a further Satisfation to us, to obſerve and 
conſider, that the Authority of theſe Books is as well 
proved as it can be, not only by oral, but alſo by 
the beſt written Tradition ; The Chriſtian Writers 
of all Ages, citing them ( as they had Occaſion ) as 
the . genuine Writings of the Apoſtles; And that, as 
well before the Canon of the New Teſtament was de- 
fined and declared by Councils, as ſince. 

And laſtly, It gives us very good Satisfaction that 
theſe Books are the genuine Writings of the Perſons 
to whom they are aſcribed, that we do not find 
they were ever excepted againſt, as ſpurious and coun- 
terfeit, in thoſe times when it would have been moſt 
proper to have made the Exception ; and by thoſe 
Perſons whoſe Cauſe and Intereſt it would have ſerved 
very much to have proved them Spurious, if it could 
have been done. M 

For the proper.time to have made this Exception 
to theſe Writings, was when, or ſoon after, they were 
firſt publiſhed ; when it would have been eaſie to 
have proved them Spurious if they had been fo ; 
and no leſs eafie to have brought poſitive Evidence 
of their being Genuine, if indeed they were Ge- 
nuine ; either by the living Teſtimony of the Au- 
thors themſelves, or of others that knew their Wri- 
ting ; or by producing the original Copies under 
their own Hands; And therefore their being the 
received as the Writings of the Apoſtles, by thoſe 
who were Leſt able to know whoſe Writings they 
were; and their being not ( for ought appears ) 
excepted againſt , upon this Account , at that time, 
is a very good Argument that there was nojuſt Ground 


for any fuch Exception. | 
, : And 


The Books of the New T eftament 


And the moſt Likely Perſons, they whoſe Cauſe 
and Intereſt it would have ferved moſt, to deny 
that theſe Books were written by the reputed Au- 
thors thereof, were the Enemies of our Religion, 
The Jews, or the Heathens; who neither of them 
wanted either Malice or Wit, to alledge any FaQ 
that they could have juſtified the Truth of, in Dif- 
proof of the Chriſtian Religion. It is therefore no 
ſmall pow an gens " 0 _ \ ay __ 
argued againſt the Chriſtian Religion from this To- 
pic ; that obey never denied that the Books which 
the Chriſtians received as written by the Apoſtles were 
genuine ; Nay, that Julian himſelf, one of the ſubr'left, 
as well as of the bittereſt Adverfaries of: the Chriftian 
Faith, did yet expreſly own that the Books read by 
the Chriſtians, as the Books of Peter, Paul, Matthew, 
Mark and Luke, were igdeed theirs. 

After all indeed it muſt be owned that we haye 
not ſuch Demonſtration that the Books of the New 
Teſtament were written by the Apoſtles, as is felf- 
evident, and cannot poſlibly be contradited ; for 
the Matter it ſelf is not capable of fuch Demon- 
flration. But we have ſuch Demonſtration of it as 
cannot be contradifted with any Reaſon; We have 
as good Aſſurance of it as we have, or can have, 
of any Matter of that kind ; We have as good Evi- 
dence of the: Truth of it, as, ſuppoſing it to be true, 
we could have of it; and more than this cannot be 
deſired. We are as morally certain that theſe Books 
were written by the Authors to whom they are aſcri- 
bed, as we are that any other ancient Book was 
written by the Perſon who is faid to be the Author 
of it ; There being no Argument, by which it is, 
or 
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or can be proved, that any ancient Book was writ- 
ten bythe Perſon who is faid to be the Author of 
it, which does not prove the Authority of theſe 
Books, rather more ſtrongly, than it does the Au- 
thority of 'any other Book ; And there being no Ar- 
gument, - that is, or can-be urged, againſt the Autho- 
rity of theſe Books, which may not, with as good 
Reaſon, be urged, to. difprove the Authority of any 
other Book -of the like Antiquity ; nay indeed, of 
all the Books in the World, ancient or modern, the 
Authors of which are not now living, or of whoſe 
Writing 'the Books aſcribed to them no living Evi- 
dence-can be produced. 

For what + there 'that can be faid to difprove, or 
to render ſuſpefted the Authority of thee Books, 
but only that there is a Peſibility that Things may 
not be as we 'believe them to be ? It may be, (the 
Atheiſt , -or Infidel will ſay) that theſe Books were 
not written by the Perſons under whoſe Names we 
receive'them, but by ſome others ; It may be, (he'll 
ſay, for Inſtance :) that there never was ſuch a Man 
as Matthew the 'Publican , afterwards an Apoſtle of 
Chrift ; Or if there was, yet, it may be, that the 
Goſpel that goes under his Name was not of hs 
Writing, but,is a 'Book of a much later Date; It 
"way -be, that it was written by ſome crafty Prieſt, 
no longer ago than the laſt Age; And that he and 
ſome others in Confederacy with him at the fame 
Time 'that they forged this Goſpel! in the Greek 
Tongue, did likewiſe make and contrive all thoſe 7ray/- 
latrons of it into ſeveral Languages that are now 
extant, ſome of which pretend to very great Anti- 
quity , and which are all made with ſuch an Ap- 

B 2 pearance 
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pearance of Truth, and with ſuch - Congruity to 
the ſeveral Times in which they are faid to be made, 
that none of the Learned Men of the preſent Age 
have been able to diſcover the Fraud; And, It may 
be alſo , that when they forged the Goſpe! it (elf, 
they forged likewiſe all the other Books , that are 
pretended to be written by ſeveral Hiſtorians and 
Divines, in divers Languages, and in ſeveral Ages 
of the World for Sixteen Hundred Years paſt, in 
which this Goſpel is either teſtified to be written by 
St. Matthew, or is cited or commented upon as his; 
And it may be likewiſe that at the ſame Time,that they 
trumped up all theſe Books in one Countrey, they 
had their Confederates and Correſpondents that did 
the ſame in all the other Countries where they are 
now found ; not only expoſing them to publick Sale 
as Books of ancient Date and venerable Antiqui- 
ty, but likewiſe ſlily conveying an infinite Num- 
ber of written and printed Copies of the ſame in- 
to all Libraries, both publick and private, unknown 
to the Keepers and Owners thereof; And it may 
be that all theſe things were done ſo ſecretly, that 
none of the Confederacy did ever conteſs, nor an 
beſides ever diſcover the Cheat; And it may b 
that all the reſt of the World was ſo much aſleep 
at that time, as to have no Suſpicion of what was 
done, nor any Senſe of that great Alteration that 
had been made in the World by theſe Books ; 
nor any Remembrance, afterwards, when they a- 
woke and found themſelves Chriſtzans, that they 
had been of ſome other Religion before, when they 
were firſt taken with that Lethargick Fit. 


But 
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/Bur-if theſe things may &e, what is. there of this 
kind that way wot be 2 If the World. be fo much 
miſtaken' in \ this Matter , it may be as .much-miſta- 
ken in any other Matter of the like Nature. . And 
then, It may be, that there never was ſuch a Man 
as Homer, or Virgil, or Ceſar, or. Cicero, or Phu- 
tarch , or any - other of thoſe Perſons, as whoſe 
Writings we now receive the Books that go under 
their Names ; but that all the Books pretended to 
be written by thoſe Authors , and likewiſe all the 
Books of later Date , whereby the Authority of 
thoſe former Books is atteſted , were in like Man- 
ner contrived, and made and diſperſed, by ſuch 
another | Gang of crafty and deſigning -Knaves 
who took a Pleaſure in abuſing. the rett of: the 
World ; or hoped to make a Gain to themſelyes 
thereby. | 1 
Nay then ( for why ſhould we. ſtop here 2.) It 
may be, that not only the, Laws of ,our Religion, 
but the Laws of our "Civil State. too, are all for- 
ged and counterfeit; It may be, that once upon a 
time, The Xeeper of the Publick Records, having by 
much and: long Obſervation attained to good Skill 
in the ancient Ways of, Writing for many. Ages 
backward, and being a compleat er of his Pen, 
and having-'alſo gotten an Art to. make a freſh 
Writing ſeem juſt as old as he had, a Mind it ſhould 
be thought to be, did compoſe, and cps in 
their proper Places, thoſe Original 4s of Parlie- 
ment which are now taken to be the Zaws of ſome 
of our former Kings; and that to confirm and eſta- 
bliſh his Fraud, he procured ſome other Perſans at 
the ſame Time to Write or Print, and to convey 
| | into 
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into all Shops and Libraries, ſeveral Books of Re- 
ports and Pleadings, wherein theſe coumerteir 4s 
were cited and referred to ; and it may be that while 
as this was doing, none elſe had their Eyes open 
to ſee it, nor ever after the kaft Suſpicion of 
what was "done; Or if they had, yet that they 
were ſo well 'pleaſed with the Cheat , (which they 
thought would be a good Means of preſerving Peace 
and Juſtice in the Nation) as to be ing it 
ſhould paſsto Poſterity undiſcovered. Theſe May-be's 
are I am ſure every whit as poſlible and as likely as 
the other. 

Either. therefore. let thoſe Men 'who upon this 
Account dovbt -of the Authority of the Books 'of 
jo ho Teſtament ; Or who would make _ 

oubt of it,” only þ  logpeſiing that it is a thi 
poſſible in Nature , that they my all forged ang 


counterfeit, ( let them, I'fey , either) entertain -and 
the fame Doribt concerning all other ancient 
ooks , of the Antiquity and Authority -of which 


there is not greater Evidence than there 1s of theſe ; 
And 'then they will "render themſelves io juſtly xi- 
diculons to the World that there will 'be no Need 
to-expoſe their 'Folly ; for 'then they muſt call in 
ion "the. Authority of 'all Books and the Truth 
of all Hiſtory : Or elſe ket them fairly own that 
the true Reaſon of 'their making a Doubt -coneern- 
ing theſe 'Books rather 'than concerning others, is be- 
rm do not rreliſh/the Matter ot them ; becauſe 
they find it -cafier to re/i/? 'rhat 'ſtrong Evidence that 
is given of 'the Aathority 'of theſe Books than 
do to govern their Lives according to 'thoſe ſtri 
Rules -of Holineſs and Purity that are therein pre- 
ſcribed, 
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ſcribed,. and to: bring their Wills to the Obedience: of 
_ goons bp od own as rn ma 
eve 1s the ir Prejudice Partiality 
will be fo evident to all, that it may be reafonabl 
hoped their impious Suggeſtions will do but lit 
Harm in the World ; and that few Men of any 
Senſe: or Reaſon will be ſo fool-hardy as to venture 
their Souls EP wh dy ome op 
nity, upon ,» an very 1m | 
had almoſt faid, foch impelidled ae be's as 
be ſuppoſed to have been, if indeed theſe Books 
are forged and counterfeit, if indeed they were-not 
written by thoſe Perſons whom they are commonly 
aſcribed to. 

But yielding this Paint (may the Atheift or Io 
fdel farther ſay) viz. that the Goſpel called St. Mat- 
thews was written by St. Matthew, and that of 
St, Mark by St. Mart, and the Refs of the Books 
which are aſcribed to any other certain Authors, 
by thoſe Perſons to whom they are ſeverally aſcri- 
bed ; yet the Authority of the whole New Teſta- 
went will not., by this Concetlion , be ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed. For of ſome Books of the New Teſta- 
went the Authors are not Inown , of ethers they are 
doubted ; Some Parts of this Book that are now re- 
ceived have been rejefed in ancient Times, and 
«hers not univerſally receiv'd. And beſides, 'tis cer 
tain that in the early Times of Chriſtianity there 
were ſeverat Counterfeit Goſpels and Epiſtles , ſome 
of which may poſſibly have ſlipped into the Caron 
UNawares. — If it be granted that aZ the 
Books of the New Teſtament were originally written 


by the Apoſtles or other Inſpired Men, — 
the 
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the Books that we now have are but Copzes, in 
which many Alterations may have been made by de- 
frening Men, or careleſs Tranſeribers. 

Theſe ObjeQions. (or Cavils rather, for ſuch | am 
fure they would be accounted 'in any other Caſe) 
againſt the Authority of theſe Sacred Books have 
been urged by ſome Men both — and lately ; 
But they have been alſo ſo well and fully anſwered 
by thoſe learned Perſons that have written in De- 
fence of the Cavor, that I once thought to have 
taken no Notice of them , and I believe had not 
done it, but that I conſidered on the other Hand, 
that when an-old ObjeCtion that has been anſwered 
an Hundred times is urged atreſh, a great many 
may take it for a new one, and if it be not 

ickly anſwered, may be apt to think it unan- 
> nes ih ſo that in this Caſe it may be better to 
repeat the ſame Anſwer (if it be-a good one) that 
has been often formerly made to it, than to fay 
nothing. And beſides, in this degenerate. Age, in 
which any wild or Atheiſtical Diſcourſe paſles for 
Wit, it may be the Hap of ſome Perſons, who 
have. not much Mind or Leiſure or Opportunity 
to. read Books, to hear. theſe things in  Converſa- 
tion, and not knowing readily what Anſwers to 
make to''them , to be ſomewhat ſtaggered in their 
Belief thereby ; Eſpecially if they be ſuch whoſe 
looſe and licentioys Way of Living makes them 
caſie to receive , without Examination any No- 
tions that may give them Eaſe or Encouragement 
10 ' Sin. 

For theſe Reaſons therefore I thought it would 
not be amiſs, (eſpecially becauſe it is a Matter pro- 


perly 
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perly belonging to the Subjet I am now upon , 
and becauſe 1 have ſome time left for it) to men- 
tion, as briefly as may be, the Anſwers that have 
been uſually given to theſe Objeions. 


And, 1. Whereas 'tis ſaid, that of ſome of the 
Books of the New Teſtament the Authors Names are 
not certainly known (as namely of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews) and that of others, the Authors have been 
doubted, (particularly, of the ſecond and third Epi- 
files of St. Fohn.) To this it hath been anſwered, 

1. That the Credit and Authority of a Book 
depends many times much more upon the good 
Aſſurance that we have of the time when it-was 
written, and. of the Charafer of the Perſon that 
wrote it, than upon the certain Knowledge of his 
Name. It is therefore a Matter of no great Conſe- 


quence whether the Epiſtle to the Febrews was writ- 


ten by St. Paul himſelf (as is commonly, and upon 
very probable Grounds, believed ;) Or (as ſome have 
conjectured) by St. Luke his conſtant Companion; 


Or ( as others) by St. Clemens his Fellow-labourer Phil. 4. 3. 


whoſe Name was in the Book of Life ; Or (as others) 
by St. Barnabas his Aſſiſtant in Preaching the Go- 


ſpel, and who is dignified by St. Lute with'the Ti--Afs 14. 14. 


tle of an Apoſtle. And fo, neither is it very ma- 
terial whether the Epiſtles called the /econd and third 
Epiſtles of St. John, and commonly believed to be 
written by the fame Perlon that wrote the firſt, 
were indeed written by St. Fohn the Apoſtle and 


Evangeliſt, or (as ſome have thought) by another . 


John, who was made Biſhop of the Jewiſh Chriſtians 


at Epheſw , by him ; For it is ſuficient that the. 
C 


Writers 
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Writers of theſe Books, (which ſoever they were of 
the Perfons before-mentioned) were of good Ability 
and Integrity, and well inſtruted in Doarine 
and Religion which they wrote about ; And of this, 
beſides the Teſtimony of the Ancients, there is good 
Evidence enough in the Writings themſelves. 

2. In Anſwer to this, and to all other Objections 
of this ſort, againſt theſe, or any other Books, or 
Chapters, or phs of the New Teſtament, it 
hath been farther truly ſaid, that there is nothing 
oo in theſe Books, that there is no Do@trine 

Chriſtianity taught in any Part of the New Te- 
ſtament of the A or Authority of which there 
hath ever been any -Doubt-in the Church , which 
is not taught in ſome other undoubted and uncon- 
troverted Part of the ſame Book. So that if it 
were that thoſe Parts of the New Teſta- 
ment, of which there has been formerly any Doubt 
were ſtill of- uncertain Authority, our Chriſtianity 
would ſuffer no real Loſs thereby ; Only giving up 
theſe controverted Places we ſhould ſometimes want 
a good Help to enable us to underſtand readily thoſe 
uncontroverted Places of the New Teftament, 
wherein the ſame DoArines are ( but perhaps more 
briefly or obſcurely) delivered. 

2. Whereas 'tis faid that ſome Parts of the New 
Teſtament have been 'rejefed in ancient Times; This 
is granted. But then it hath been ſhewn, that, con- 
Ldering by whom they have been rejeRted, and un- 
der what Notion and for what Reaſons they were re- 

jeed, this ObjeRtion is of no force to invalidate 
' the wage even of thoſe Parts of the New Te- 
- flament which have been ſo rejeted, and much 
leſs 
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y 
Thus, ſome Portions of the New Teſtament have 
been rejected by Hereticks, becauſe they contradi- 
Red their private and i Notions ; Some by 
Fudaizing Chriſtians , as the Two firſt Chapters of 
St. Matthew, becauſe they were not found in that 
Hebrew Copy of that Goſpel which'they uſed ; and 
all the Epiſtles of St. Pau! were likewiſe by 
the ſame Perſons ; but nor, as not written by*St. Paul, 
but only becauſe they were written by him, whom 
looked upon 'as an Enemy to their Nation, 
becauſe he levelled them with ' other Nations, and 
as too ayerſe to that Religion which had been in- 
troduced by Moſes, which continued ſo wedded 
to, even after' their embracing Chriſtianity , that 
they could not but fuſpet him to be a falſe Apo- 
file who had fo pate'y taught the Abrogation thereof. 
And for the like Reaſons ſome other Parts of the 
New Teſtamem have been likewiſe rejefted by ſome 
few Men ; that is, not becauſe they wanted the ſame 
Atteſtation which the other Parts of it had, or be- 
cauſe it appeared by credible Hiſtory that they were 
Spurious, but only becauſe they contradited too 
plainly ome Notions which their former Prejudices 
or Education _ —_ them fond = _ —_—4 
ment againſt the Aughority of t ew Teſta- . 
ny taken from the Rejefion of ſome” Parts of it, 
by ſome particular Men or Seds, is manifeſtly of no 
Strength, unleſs there was ſome good Reaſoy tor their 
Rejecting them; And that there was good Reaſon 
for it, has not yet been ſhewn,' but the contrary 
has been ſhewn very —_ by the ancient Writers 

2 
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of the Church, in ſeveral Books, (written by them in 
Confutation of thoſe Sets and Hereſies) which are 
{till extant. 

And 3. Whereas it is further ſaid, that ſome Books 
which are now receiv'd as Parts of the New Teſta- 
ment, were not wniverſally receivd in the moſt early 
Times, when their Authority (it they were authen- 
_ tick) might have been aſſerted upon more certain 
Grounds than it can be now; viz. the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, the Epiſtle of St. Fames, the 2.4. of St. Peter, 
the 2d. and 3d. of St. John, the Epiſtle of St. Jude, 
and the Book of the Revelation : This is likewiſe 
granted. But in Anſwer to it, it is faid; 

r. That there is good Evidence from Antiquity, 
that theſe controverted Books , were receiv'd in the 
moſt early Times, by thoſe who had the beſt 
Opportunity of ſatisfying themſelves of the Authors 
and Authority thereof , viz. by thoſe to whom 
they were ſent, and in general by the whole Greek 
Church. 

2. That it is no Wonder, that theſe Books (being 
written either to Chriſtians diſperſed, and conſequently 
only publiſhed by giving out Copies thereof to ſome, 
to be communicated , as there was Opportunity , to 
others; or elſe to private Perſons , living perhaps at 
great Diſtance from the Places from which they 
were ſent) were not fo eafie to be atteſted, and upon 
that Account were not at firſt ſo generally receiv'd, 
as the others were, which were either written to 
particular Churches, to which the Authors Hands, 
and the Meſſengers that brought them were well 
known, or which. were firſt publiſhed and receiv'd 
in the ſame Places where they were written. And, 
| 3- That 
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3. That even thoſe Churches which did for ſome 
time doubt of the Authority of theſe Books, were per- 
ſuaded- at laſt to receive them as the Authentick Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles, or other; Inſpired Men. If there- 
fore it be ſuppoſed, that while they doubted of theſe 
Books, they Reaſon for their Doubt ; that is, that 


they did it, becauſe they were not as yet fully fatis- 


that they. were Apoſtolical Writings , (which the 
ObjeRors, 1 believe , will readily enough grant) it 
may be very reaſonably preſumed, that they had af- 
terwards greater Reaſon to lay aſide their Doubt ; and 
that when they did receive-them, it was, becauſe there 
had been then lately ſuch Evidence and Atteſtation 
given of their being written by the 4poſt/es or other 
Inſpired Men as they had not: heard of before, ſuch 
as they could not then, with any Reaſon, contradict 
or gainſay ; For ordinarily a leſs Reaſon will perſuade 
a Man to take vp an Opinion at firſt, than will per- 
ſuade hi Rong back from an Opinion (how weakly 
ſoever grounded) which he has before.embraced and 
defended. So that this Objeion is ſo far from leſien- 


. ing, that it rather ſtrengthens the Proof we have of 


the Authority even of theſe once controverted Books ; 
And it is, belides, a very good corroborating Evidence 
of the Authority of a/'the other Books of the New 
Teſtament. For the Backwardne(s of ſome Churches 
to receive theſe controverted Books at firſt, (when they 
had nothing to object ro the Matter of them) makes 
it evident, that the Chriſtians of the firſt Ages were 
not ſo very eaſje and credulous as ſome have repre- 
ſented them ; that they did not ſo very ily 
ſwallow any Book for divine Revelation that con- 
tained a great many Miracles, mixed with a few good 
Morals, 
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Morals, without cry Avot-p. wel mages 


, as _ thought , fufficiens | fs (altho' 
ow. Doctrine of them was in all Points agreeable to 
the DoRrine of- the other Books ' which they had, 
before received ; their being ſo hard, I fay, to re- 
ceive theſe Books) of the Authority of which there 
nevertheleſs really was hip Evidence, conn 
ſelves, after having we hed and 
declared rhemſelves ork. we 4 mp 
Ground to- believe, that they had the Begin- 
ning , ſuch Evidence as was without the Begin of 
'the Authority of all thoſe other Books (that is, of 
much the greateſt Part) of the New Teſtament, which 
were never controverted, which were from the 
and with univerſal Conſent receiv'd by-all Chriſtian 
Churches; For if there had not been very unde- 
niable Evidence of their being the genuize Writi 
of the Apoſtles, or other inſpired Men, there would 
certainly have been the ſame Doubt and Contro- 
verſie concerning them, that there once was concer- 


"For 4. It hath been further objeted, that in the 
Tumes of Chriſtianity, there were ſeveral coun- 

ren it Goſpels and E, ag Ty, which paſſed among ſome 
for the -/ wy the Apoſtles; and that 'tis poſ- 


ſible ſome of t may: have ſlipped into the Canon, 
unawares to 'the firſt Chriſtians, who, by all the 
Accounts of thoſe Times, were more remarkable for 
their Honefly and Simplicity and Zeal, than for their 
extraordinary Parts and Learning. 


But 


| 
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But this ObjeRion, (paming the Matter of FaQ& 
alledg'd in it to be true) is fo far from /eſening, that 
it rather adds to that reaſonable Aſſurance ' that we 
have, that a/! the Books of the Cawor are true and 


genuine, For there is nothing ſo apt ro put Men upon 
cheated 


uſing Caution, as a great ity of being 


if they be not cautious. Thus, when the Coin is: 


generally good, and there is little baſe or coun- 
terfeit Money ſtirring, Men mats take it by 
Tale, without examining the Weight and —_ of 
every Piece ;*and' ſo may more eaſily have a ſingle 


Piece of lighter Weight'or baſer put upon them 


_— he = ic But if che Coiz be much cor- 
rupted, t more #arrowly- upon every 
Piece of Money that they take, od if there = 


leaſt Cauſe to fuſpe it, make Trial of-it by the Scale- 


or Touchſtone, before they accept it as good. If there- 


fore there were in the carly Times of Chriſtianity, . 
perhaps: re- 
les; and which. 


many counterfeit Pieces given out , 
ceivd by ſome, as written by the 
were, ſome of them, diſcovered to be ſpurious; (and 


there is not- greater Evidence from” Antiquity, that: 
there were any ſuch ſpurious Writings , than there is- 


that the Spuriouſneſs of ſome of them was ſoon dif 
cernd;) this not'but put the Chriſtians of thoſe 


Times upon examining more ſtritly, what Evidence. 


and Atteſtation there was that thoſe other Books were 
true and genuine which had been 'generally-receiv'd 
as ſuch. So that the more there were of theſe /Þu- 
rious and counterfeit Books, ſo much the more aſſured 
and confident we may y be; that none but 
ſuch as were” andoubredly true and authentick and very 
wel atteſted, were admitted into the Canon ; —_ 


'® 


pr 
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the two, it is much more probable, that they did, 
for Want of clear Atteſtation, refule to admit ſome 
that had been written by the 4poſt/es, than that they 
did, without ſufficient Atteſtation , admit any that 
were not. | 

And that the Chriſtians of thoſe early Times (who 
had the beſt Means and Opportuaities of fatisfying 
themſelves whether any Book, given out as written 
by an Apoſtle, was ſo or not) wanted not Skill to 

:ſcern berween a true and a ſpurious Writing ; (as is 
maliciouſly ſuggeſted by ſome Men) is abundantly 
evident, from thoſe Monuments of the excellent Parts 
and Learning of ſome of the firſt Converts to Chri. 
ſtianity, which are ſtill extant in their Books; and 
from the Teſtimony that is therein given to the like 
good Ability of ſeveral others, who were famous in 
their Generation ,. for their Preaching and Writings, 
and for their ſtoutly maintaining the Truths of Chri- 
ſtianity both againſt I»fdels and Herericks, but whoſe 
Books are-now unhappily loſt. _ 

But 5. and laſtly ; It was further ſaid ; That tho' 
it be granted that a// the Books of the New Teſtament 
that are now receiv'd, were originally written by the 
Apoſtles or other inſpired Men, yet thoſe which we. 
now 'have' are but Copies ; in- which , by fo / many 
Tranſcriptions thereof as muſt have been in about 1400 
Years, many Alterations may have happened, thro' 
the Tenorance, or Overfight, or. evil Deſign of the Tran- 
fſeribers ; And that ſeveral Changes bennban made,. is 
nndeniably- plain, by the various Readings that have 
been obſerved in comparing the beſt Manuſcript Co- 
pies, that are'now, or have been extant ſince Printing 
began; 'So that we cannot be fure whether any. par- 
ticular 
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ticular Paſſages once found in thoſe Books, ere the very 
Words of an Apoſtle, or of ſome ignorant or careleſs 
Scribe. But to this it hath been anſwered ; 

1. That fo far as this ObjeCtion is of any Foree, it 
invalidates the Credit of all Hiſtory, and of all other 
Books of ancient Date, as well as of the New Teſtament ; 
Nay, indeed of all other Books, much more than of 
this; for the faithfully Tranſcribing whereof , it may 
reaſonably be preſumed, there was formerly, greater 
Care taken, (as there is now for the correfly Printing 
it) than there ordinarily was of other Books, that 
were of leſs Conſequence. 

2. That tho it be certain that ſome Mereticks 
have attempted to corrupt the Text of the New 7efta- 
ment in ſome Places, and have made Changes in ſome 
few Copies thereof ; it is almoſt as certain that their 
Attempts of this kind neither have nor ever could 
amount to a Corruption of all the Copies thereof that 
were . generally in Mens Hands; In which there is 
even to- this Day an admirable Agreement in all Mat- 
ters of Moment. And from that general Agreement 
that always was in a/ the Copies of this Book, (ex- 
cept thoſe few that were ſometimes corrupted by He- 
reticks, to ſerve a Turn) their Attempts of this kind 
have been always rendred ſuccelsleſs ; and thoſe falſe 
Dodtrines, that were juſtified only by their own falſe 
Copies of this Book, tolidly contuted. 

3. It is further anſwered, that not-only there is no 
Evidence -that there has been, but that 'tis morally 
impoſſible that there ſhould be a general Depravation 
of the Copies of this Book, either deſlignedly, or by 
Chance, in any Place of great Conſequence either 


in Point of Hiſtory or Doctrine, For when was it 
D pollible 
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poſſible that this Corruption ſhould be 2 Was it in the 
Copies that were given out, in the Days of the Apo- 
files, and while they were hving 2 This can't well be 
ſuppoſed ; Or if it had been done then, it can't be 
thought but that the Authors of theſe Books, being 
living, would have taken Care to have had ſuch falſe 
Copies of their Books ſuppreſſed, or well correQed ; 
or at leaſt have given publick Notice, in order to their 
Correction, of thoſe Faults that had been committed 
in the tranſcribing, which did either obſcure or ſpoil 
their ſenſe. 

Was it then in the Times immediately after the 
Apoſtles were dead? But neither could this be ; for by 
this time an infinite Number of true Copies had 
been made and diſperſed in all Parts of the Chriſtian 
Church; And beſides the Autographs of the Books 
themſelves were then probably, all in being ; For 7er- 
tullian who lived inthe Third Century, witneſſes that 
ſome of them were extant and to be ſeen even in his 
Time ; So that by comparing of the new falſe Copies 
with the ancient true ones, or with the Originals them- 
ſelves then extant, the Fraud would have been quickly 
diſcovered, or the Miſtake eaſily reQtified. 

Was it then in the Times after this, when the Or7- 
ginals were loft or worn out > This was ſtill leſs poſſible ; 
For by this Time not only a greater Number of true 
Copics thereof, in the Original Greek,were diſperſedand 
in the Hands of all Chriſtians ; but ſeveral 7ranſlations 
thereof had been likewiſe made into other Languages, 
ſeveral Commentaries had been written thereupon, and 
the moſt material Paſſages thereof had been, occaſio- 
nally, cited by the Chriſtian Writers of thoſe or the 
foregoing Times. 

And 
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And the further we go on downwards, 'twas ſtill 
(for ſuch Reaſons as have been given already) more 
impoſſible that the Copies of this Book ſhould be gene- 
rally corrupted in any Place or Matter of Moment ; as 
well as more likely that there ſhould be every Day an 
Increaſe of ſuch ſmaZ/ and /itera! Miſtakes, as could 
hardly be avoided by the greateſt Care and Faithful- 
neſs. And theſe are the Yarious Readings before ſpoken 
of ; Concerning which, and in Anſwer to the before- 
mentioned Objection, ſo far as it is grounded upon 
them, it is farther faid 

4. In the fourth Place ; That they are no other than 
ſuch as are to be met with in Comparing the Manu- 
ſcripts of all other Books; That theſe various Readings 
(if they be compared together with Judgment) are 
more like to lead us to underſtand the true Meaning 
of the Writers, than to endanger our miſtaking their 
Senſe; it being very probable that when there are 
ſeveral Readings, one of them is the right, and eafier 
by their Help, to retifie the Miſtakes that may have 
been made in ſome Copics, than it would have been, 
if all Copies had agrced in the ſame Miſtake. And 
laſtly, that it is, hardly in any Place of which there 
are fuch various Readings, very material which is:the 
true Reading ; there being no Point that is of the Sub- 
ſtance either of the Hiſtory or Do@trine of Chriſtianity, 
that is grounded upon any 7ext,. of which there are, 
in different Copies, various Readings, but which may 
be proved by ſome other Texts, in the Reading whereot 
all Copies do agree. 

5. And Laſtly, In Anſwer to this Objedtion, that 
the Text of the New Teſtament is depraved and corrupted, 
and conſequently of uncertain Authority, it is __ 
2 id ; 
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ſaid ; That ſuppoſing theſe Books to be written by 
the Apoſtles, and by divine Direition and Inſpiration; 
(which muſt be ſuppoſed, or at leaſt, for Argument 
ſake, beallow'd by thoſe that make this Objection ; Or 
elſe the ObjeCtion is trifling) it is by no Means credi- 
ble that the ſame Goodneſs. of God which took Care for 
the Writing, has not likewiſe taken Care for the pre- 
ſerving of theſe Books, fo free (at leaſt) from Corrup- 
tion, that they may be ſuficient to anſwer the Ends for 
which they were written ; that is, fully to inſtru 
Men in all Points of Chriſtian Faith and PraQice, ra 
make them wiſe unto Salvation, and throughly to furniſh 
them wnto all good Works. 

And now trom all that hath been ſaid I hope it ap- 
pears, that we have ſufficient Reaſon to believe that the 
Books of the New Teſtament were written by thoſe Per- 
ſons whoſe Names they bear, or to whom they are aſcri- 
bed,viz. by the Apoſtles of Chriſt,or other inſpired Men ; 
Which was the firſt thing | was to make good. 

Whether there be /aicient Reaſon to give them Cre 
dit in the Matters of Fa which they have related ; 
and whether the Dofrine of the Goſpel be well proved 
by the Ziftory of it, ſhall (God willing): be hereafter 
enquired. 

In the mean Time (ſuppoſing their Teſtimony to be 
credible) what has been: faid upon this firſt Head may 
ſerve to ſhew, in ſome Meaſure, the Unreaſonableneſs 
of thoſe Men, who are not: ſatisfied with the Scripture 
Revelation. 

For I believe there are few that have heard any thing, 
of the Manner of the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel, but 
who think, that they- that lived in thoſe Times, and: 
heard the Apoſtles themſelves, had ſufficient Reaſon tQ 
receive 
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receive their Teſtimony ; And this (perhaps they'll fay) 
is what they could with for themſelves; viz. That they 
might have heard the Apoſtles. themſelves ; or that they 
might now have as good and ſure Grounds of Faith as 
thoſe had who were converted to Chriſtianity by the 
Preaching of the Apoſtles; which it they had, they 
make no Doubt but they ſhould be, not only almoſt, gut 
altogether ſuch, as the Primitive Chriſtians were, both 
in Belief and Practice. 

But if they are not ſach now,'tis much tobedoubted 
whether they would have been ſuch, if they had lived 
then. « For by what has been now faid it appears, that 
the Books-of the New Teſtament, being (as we have very 
good Reaſon to believe they were) written by. the. 4po- 
ſtles themſelves, are their Words; their Sermons ; that 


therein the Apoſtles themſelves being dead, do yet truly 


ſpeak to us, the very ſame things, tho not juſt inthe 
ſame Manner, that they {pake before while they were 
living; and that their Teſtimony written, if indeed it 
be theirs, (which I have thewn there is no Caule to 
doubt of ) isas credibleas the:r /iving Teſtimony was. 

Fer in Matters of common 7eſtimony we make little 
Difference between Speech and Writing ; If a Man 
whom we dare truſt. ſends us a Letter, and therein 
relates ſuch and ſuch things, as heard or ſeen by him- 
ſelf, or as well atteſted to him. by unexceptionable 
Witneſles, we give as full Credit to his Letter as we 
ſhould do to his Words. 

So that in Truth, our Cafe, who live now, is not 


very different from theirs who lived in the Apoſtles-. 


Days, and heard them ſaying thoſe ſame Things, which 


we now read in their Books; and if we think thoſe in- 


excuſeable who did not. receive their. Teſtimony when 
given 
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given by Word of Mouth , we can't in good Reaſon, 
hold our ſelves excuſed, if we receive not the ſame 
Teſtimony of the ſame Perſons given under their 
Hands. 

In one Reſpect indeed, it muſt be granted, that hey 
had the Advantage of «s ; viz. becauſe they might be 
ſurer that they heard an Apoſtle ſpeak, than the Nature 
of the Thing will admit we ſhould be, that we read 
the Words of an Apoſtle , written; But we are ſure 
enough of this; We have as good moral Certainty of 
it, as we can have of any thing, that is not capable of 
any other than a moral Certainty : And it the Words 
that we read in the New Teſtament are the Words of 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt, we have, in ſome ReſpeQts, the 
Advantage of thoſe who lived in thoſe early Times ; 
for we have the concurrent Teſtimony of ſeveral of 
the Apoſtles, written ; whereas hardly any in thoſe 
times, (when a few Perſons were to bear Witneſs to 
all the World) could have more than the Teſtimony 
of one fingle Apoſtle only,by Word of Mouth ; and many 
Witneſſes are more credible than one ; And beſides, 
there being ſeveral Witneſſes, their Teſtimony if it 
be falſe, may be more eaſily proved ſo, by their Di/- 
agreement with one another , than the Teſtimony - of 
one ſingle Witneſs could be; And laſtly, a Writing, 
which we may review, and read over as often as we 
will, and which we may take what time we pleaſe to 
conſider of , may be more throughly underſtood, and 
better digeſted, than a Sermon or Diſcourſe only once 
ſpoken can well be. 

But if it be granted that the Faith of the firſt Con- 
verts to Chriſtianity, which came by Hearing of the 
Apoſtles, might be built upon more certain and infal. 
lible 


Wiiewh i en. 


3l 


litle Grounds, than ours, that comes only by Reading, 
is; (And ſome Reaſons may perhaps be given here- 


after, why 'twas fit it ſhould be fo) it 1s enough, 


however, to render our Infidelity inexcufable, if the 
Grounds of Faith that we now have, are very rational, 
if they are a ſufficient Support for ſuch a Faith as will 
enable us to pleaſe God, and to evercome the World. 
And this may be farther faid for our Comfort, and 
to make us eaſie and ſatisfied with thoſe Grounds and 
Reaſons of Faith which are afforded to us by the writ- 
ten Teſtimony of the Apoſtles in the Books of the New 
Teſtament ; that as there is more Certainty in that Be- 
lief, ( if it may be called Belief ) which is grounded 


upon Demonſtration, or infallible Evidence; o there is - 


more Praiſe and Vertue in that good Diſpoſition of 


Mind, which makes us reſt fatisfied with ſuch Grownds : 
of Faith, as tho' not abſolutely and infallibly certain, - 


yet cannot, with any good Reaſon, be denied or ex- 
cepted againſt; According to that Saying of our Sa- 
viour to St. Thomas, in a like Caſe, with which I ſhall 


conclude ; Joh. 20. 29. Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen - 


me thou haſt believed ; blefſed are they, (that is, they 
are more bleſſed , their Faith is more excellent a 
praife-worthy, and ſo will intitle them to a greater 
Reward) who have not ſeen, and yet have believed. 


Which Bleſſedneſs, that we may all attain, God of - 
his great Mercy and Goodneſs grant, for the fake of -: 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 
FINIS. 


ERRAT A. Pag. 8, I. 19, for then, r. them. 
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